Detection of human papilloma virus types 16 & 18 DNA in cervical lesions of Indian women using in situ hybridization.
Fifty one biopsies from women with malignant lesions of the uterine cervix and 9 biopsies fron non-malignant lesions were examined for the presence of HPV 16 and 18 DNA sequences by in situ hybridization method using 35S-labelled DNA probes. HPV 16 DNA sequences were detected in 82.4 per cent biopsies from women with malignant lesions, whereas HPV 18 DNA was detected in only 3 biopsies which were also positive for HPV 16 DNA. Two biopsies from non-malignant lesions were positive for HPV 16 DNA only. Data were also analysed according to the histologic type of cancer. It was observed that no significant correlation existed between HPV types and different histologic types of cervical cancer.